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It is hard to believe that the holidays are upon us, and preparations are in 
full swing all over. As we enter this season, please remember to take 
some much deserved time for your family, your friends, and yourself. All 
too often, we fail to protect this time… but quality time away and strong 
support systems are vital to what we do. Without healthy relationships and 
lifestyles, we cannot bring our best to the fight.  
 
I want to take a moment and thank all of you for the hard work in re-
invigorating our associations. Everyone involved is doing monumental 
work because they can see the value and potential in the future. I greatly 
appreciate all that you are doing - and the incredible support I see from 
your families, employers, and community leaders. Without them backing 
us, the work ahead would be nearly impossible.   
 
I'm optimistic about our future! We certainly have hard work in front of us, 
but there is growing visualization that we need the associations now more 
than ever. In many ways - at least from my view - we're witnessing the ‘operationalization’ of our 
organization as a support resource to our Soldiers, Airmen, and their families during an incredibly 
demanding time in history. In my current role, I am reminded daily that without an activist association in 
our corner, our force structure, resources, and family support are in jeopardy.  
 
I thank you for all that you do to preserve what we are so fortunate to have; I am humbled to serve beside 
you. Keep the faith! Wishing all of you a joyous and safe season!  
 
Legion 6 

Letter From Timothy P. Williams 

EANGUS Conference  

August 4 - 7, 2019 

Des Moines, IA 

NGAUS 141st General Conference  

August 30 - September 2, 2019 

Denver, CO 



Virginia National Guard Management Group 

VNGMG  
Virginia National Guard Management Group (VNGMG) 
MG (VA) John D. Taylor (Retired) 
Chairman, VNGMG Board of Directors 
 
Happy Holidays to the members and their families of the two associations. Next year 
will include the 59th Annual VNGA Conference and the 45th Annual VaA/ANGEA 
Conference. This is the third year the two conferences have been co-located. 
Combining the efforts of both associations will help ensure our annual conference 
continues to improve and serve the membership. I hope you and your family will 
participate in this conference and have a good time at the many events that are being 
offered during the 2019 conference. I encourage each of you to go to our Website 
(vngmg.org) for additional information on the 2019 annual conference. 
 
The Virginia National Guard Management Group (VNGMG) will complete its second year in existence on 1 
May, 2019. We have accomplished many objectives during the past 24 months and will continue to support the 
two associations and the Virginia National Guard Historical Foundation (VNGHF) and their membership. 2019 
will be a successful year for the VNGMG and the two associations based on your input to what benefits you 
desire as a member of the two associations. 
 
Increasing membership and very active participation by each of you as members is the most important objective 
for our associations. Each of you are requested to continue to recruit new members in your units in 2019 for 
both associations and encourage individuals to join. Every Virginia National Guard soldier and airman should 
be a member of their professional association to provide the support to our Virginia National Guard members 
and families at the state and national levels in 2019 and beyond. 
 
Assisting the VNGHF in raising funds for construction of the Virginia National Guard Museum that will be 
located in Richmond is just one of our major tasks for 2019. I encourage each of you to go to our Website 
(vngmg.org) for additional information on the VNGHF and how to donate to the construction of the museum.  
 
Please stop me during the 2019 conference and let me know what future benefits you desire as a member of 
our organizations. The VNGMG stands ready to support the associations in 2019 in increasing benefits of being 
an active member. With your support and engagement, the associations will be able to support each of you as 
a member in 2019 and the future. 
 
Again, Happy Holidays to you as a member and each of your families. May 2019 be a year of success for each 
of you in your personal life and the Virginia National Guard. 

2018 VNGMG Board 
John D. Taylor  
Chairman 
johndtaylor48@gmail.com 
 

William A. Ayers, Jr.  
Secretary 
ayersa1@cox.net 
 

Jay N. Ellis 

Treasurer 
jboellis@comcast.net 

Alexander F. Barnes  

VNGHF Representative 
barnesal@aol.com 

 

Todd Combee 

VNGHF Representative 
tcombee82@gmail.com 

 

Charles B. Faulconer, Jr.  
VNGA Representative 
cbfaulc@aol.com 

Cliff White  

VaA/ANGEA Representative 

cliff.white62@gmail.com 
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Thank You To Our 2018  

Corporate Members 

 

 

Platinum 

TSSI 

USAA 

 

Silver 

ESS 

Columbia Southern 

Boots To Journeys 

LiteFighter 

 

Bronze 

116
th
 Infantry Regiment Foundation, Inc 

American Military University 

Peduzzi Associates, LTD 

POND 

Spacesaver Storage Solutions 



Click Here to Register Online! 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=izri578ab&oeidk=a07eft5r9k25d3020af




2019 VNGMG Annual Conference 

Exhibitor and Sponsorship Opportunities 



From the President’s Desk  

Winter 2018 

MAJ Nate Seymour 

Usabourn_tn@yahoo.com 

571-214-5198 

 
Hope all’s well and everyone enjoyed Thanksgiving and is 
ready for Christmas.  I’d like to take the opportunity to thank 
all the dedicated members of our association.  As you’ll see 
we’re making progress in many areas. 
 
Our legislative activities are gaining momentum.  The 
combined efforts from the Officer, Enlisted and Adjutant 
General’s Office achieved a significant accomplishment this fall.  The Joint Leadership Council (JLC), 
which is an advisory council made up of veteran organizations placed correcting the Guard State Active 
Duty (SAD) pay imbalance as its top priority for the coming legislative year.  This is a great 
accomplishment, but it’s not a done deal.  We still need your voice to support this initiative.  Also making 
the list of JLC top priorities was free instate tuition for Guardsmen. 
 
The annual Legislative Day will be 16 January at the Library of Virginia in Richmond.  This will be our 
opportunity to speak with state legislators.  Please attend if possible.  Food and drink will be provided. 
 
NGAUS will hold its Industry Day 10 Dec.  Visit https://www.ngaus.org/events/22nd-annual-industry-day 
for details.  Additionally, I’m looking for 3 Company Grade officers interested in attending the National 
Capital Summit.  This is a professional development event where you’ll learn about NGAUS’s legislative 
process.  Travel expenses will be covered.  Dates are: 10-12 March, 14-16 July, or 27-29 October.  I need 
to make the March selection NLT 21 December.  Please contact me directly if interested. 
 
In October we conducted our first 100% on-line Executive Council meeting.  We had a quorum by both the 
new and old standard and a productive meeting followed.  During this meeting the EC approved adding 
additional payment options for Active Life memberships.  We’re working out the details, but if you’re 
interested in spreading out the $1000 NGAUS Active Life Membership fee, let us know and will make it 
doable for you. 
 
Also in October, we sent a VNGA member to Detroit, MI to attend the first meeting of the newly formed 
NGAUS Cyber Task Force.  Congratulations to LTC John Monihan on his selection as the Subcommittee 
Chairman for Force Structure. 
 
Our next Executive Council meeting will be 27 January at the Newport News Marriot, which is the 
location of this year’s state conference.  We’ll conduct our meeting in the morning with webinar option for 
those who can’t attend in person.  Followed by a tour of the hotel and conference facilities.  We’ll break for 
lunch (proved).  And those that can stay, we’ll conduct a membership drive.  So please renew (https://
www.ngaus.org/membership/individual-membership) your membership prior to 25 January so we can 
focus on growing our association, not just maintaining. A suite has been reserved for us to work in and 
stay overnight.  But, what would all work be without some play too?  The Marriott is in a nice area for 
“socializing.”  We might have to RECON some sites or conduct a “wet run” of the hospitality suites.  I hear 
Michelle’s famous French Toast will be available Sunday morning for those who stay.  Please let me know 
if you’ll join us. 
 

(continued on next page) 

Virginia National Guard Association 

https://www.ngaus.org/events/22nd-annual-industry-day
https://www.ngaus.org/membership/individual-membership
https://www.ngaus.org/membership/individual-membership


(Continued from previous page) 
 
While we’re on the membership issue.  The membership year is 1 January to 31 December.  However, if 
you join now it will be for the 2019 year.  We’ve had 20 some officers already do this.  At last year’s 
conference you heard me speak about the Life Member “Green Book.”  I’m happy to report that thanks to 
our strong retiree base we’re making progress.  Nearly 200 members have been found and added back to 
our roasters.   
 
This year’s Annual NGAUS conference will be in Denver, Colorado from 30 Aug – 2 Sept.  I’ll be attending 
the National Guard Executive Director Association (NGEDA) annual meeting this January in preparation. 
   
In closing I want to share some before and after pictures from the SMR beach front.  Last spring CSM Cliff 
White (VAAANGEA President) ask VNGA to assist with replacing the grills so Guardsmen and their 
families could enjoy a cook out on the beach.  Four grills have been successfully installed and a plaque 
noting VNGA and VAAANGEA’s shared contributions will soon be placed. 
 

 

President 

Nate Seymour 

President-Elect 
Adam Provost 

 
Vice-President (Army) 

Matt Horwatt 
 

Vice-President (Air) 
Erika Legg 

 

Treasurer 
Josh Nichols 

 
Secretary 

Christina Perroni 
 

Executive Director 
Bo Keeney 

VNGA OFFICERS 



NGAUS and EANGUS Member Benefits 

Dues-paying members and life members of the NGAUS and the Enlisted Association of the National Guard 
of the United States, or EANGUS, have an accidental death and dismemberment (AD&D) benefit at no 
extra cost to the member. 
 
NGAUS and EANGUS members under the age of 80 are automatically enrolled for $2,500 in accidental 
death and dismemberment coverage. The NGAUS Insurance Trust trustees voted during their October 
1998 meeting to reestablish the benefit. 
 
This $2,500 benefit, will automatically cover all members under age 80 whose national dues have been 
received or accounted for by their respective national association headquarters. There are no other 
enrollment requirements for the member to be covered. 
 
For the claim to be paid, the NGAUS or EANGUS headquarters must receive the completed claim 
form (https://www.ngaus.org/insurance/enrollment-and-claims-forms)  and verify that the dues of 
"deceased/claimant" are current. Once the appropriate national headquarters is notified of a pending claim, 
they will verify membership and document it appropriately on the claim form. The claim form will then be 
forwarded to the claimant for completion. The completed form and any other required documents should 
then be returned to the NGAUSIT address on the form for processing by the insurance company. 
 
The AD&D benefit is viewed as a significant addition to the membership package for the two associations. 
The membership at large can be of great service by notifying the NGAUS and EANGUS headquarters 
whenever there is a death of a member. This will assist us in making sure that a benefit due to a Guard 
member's beneficiary is not overlooked. 

VNGA/NGAUS Membership Renewals 

Virginia National Guard Association and NGAUS membership renewals have now been distributed. If you 
would like to renew now, please follow the steps below. All renewals must be completed by December 
31st.   
 
Log into the NGAUS website at https://www.ngaus.org/user/login and click the “Renew” button on the right-
hand side of the screen.  On the next page, click the “Renew” button in line with NGAUS membership, 
located on the right of the screen. Once in the Shopping Cart, be sure that the renewal package is the type 
of membership you wish to renew. Click “Save & Finish”. Next, click “Continue to Shop” to renew your 
VNGA membership. Under “My Chapter Memberships”, click “Renew”, and again, make sure the renewal 
package is the type you wish to renew, and click “Save & Finish”, then “Check-Out” to enter your payment 
information. 

Have you moved? 

Do you need to  update your address, phone number, or email address with the VNGA? 

Please go to www.ngaus.or/user/login 

Forgot your user name and password? 

Contact Yashika Fowler at 202-408-5880 or  

yashika.fowler@ngaus.org   

https://www.ngaus.org/insurance/enrollment-and-claims-forms


Virginia Army and Air 

National Guard Enlisted Association 

VaA/ANGEA 

Clifton C. “Cliff” White  

Command Sergeant Major, VAARNG 

Goodbye My Friend - By the time this newsletter is distributed we will have laid to 
rest a great friend and lifelong member of our Association. On December 5, 2018 
Sergeant First Class (Retired) J.J. St. Clair, aged 82, lost his long bout with 
Parkinson’s disease, slipping into eternal life with our Lord at the Salem Veteran’s 
Hospital’s Hospice Unit.   JJ was a tremendous asset to the Virginia Army National 
Guard during his 31 years of service, mostly while stationed at the Roanoke Armory. 
His work in our Association saw him hold many offices, attend dozens of State and 
National Conferences, and serve as State Conference Chairman numerous times.  
He was hired as our Executive Secretary in May, 1995 and served in that capacity 
until his health would no longer allow him to travel, passing his duties on to his 
devoted daughter, Carmen Hedge, in 2014.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to Carmen and his beloved 
wife, Elain ( a past president of our Auxiliary) during these most trying times. We have truly lost a great 
friend, loving family man, excellent Soldier, and devout Christian with SFC St Clair’s passing.  
 
Membership - We are growing, ever so slowly.  We have surpassed 640 members for the first time in over 
five years.  This is a positive movement.  Three problems I have noted in membership: 
 

1. Retention of annual members -   too many annual members are not renewing their memberships.  
Each member should be receiving renewal notices from our Executive Secretary’s office.  Please 
reply or go to our website to renew. 

2. Lack of knowledge about us – I attend as many unit drills as possible, when invited, to speak to the 
units about our mission.  Too many of our newer Soldiers and Airmen have neither knowledge of our 
Association’s existence nor what we do at the State and National level.  Few are aware of our FREE 
Affiliate membership option.  When advised of such an option some do join, but not near the level of 
support as you might think would take about 3 minutes to help support their Association.  

3. Apathy – THE KILLER OF OUR ASSOCIATIONS!  I am not sure why we have dropped in 
membership levels across the Country in virtually all volunteer organizations, except to say that with 
the advancement of technologies, something that should give us more free time to devote to such 
organizations, we as a society seem to have replaced that free time with overly-addicted attention to 
social media and gaming.   

 
Membership levels, whether active members working on committees or serving in elected positons, or just 
being a silent, dues paying supporter, is vital to the continuance of most volunteer organizations. It is most 
important to one like ours, being a 501 / C19 Veterans Service Organization, chartered to promote 
legislative activities to State and Federal elected bodies for the betterment of our National Guard unit’s 
equipment, manning levels, health care issues, retirement issues, and other Soldier and Airmen benefits.  
The bottom line is that we exist to help all Soldiers and Airmen have better training and benefits.  I simply 
ask this when speaking to Soldiers and Airmen: HELP US TO HELP YOU. Join today to help us be 
stronger in numbers and so we can carry more clout to help you.  
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 
 
 
 



 
(Continued from previous page) 
 
 
Legislative Reception - I expect you will see elsewhere in this newsletter information about a very 
important evening coming next month.  We, along with our sister Association (VNGA) sponsor an annual 
Legislative Reception during the Virginia General Assembly session.  This is a very nice event where we 
invite all Virginia elected officials to stop by and visit with our members, this year on the evening of January 
16th, 2019, in the Library of Virginia.  Attendees learn what we do as members of the Virginia National 
Guard, the Adjutant General’s office provides a military-related Speaker series event, we have both 
uniformed and civilian-dressed attendees to mix and mingle with the Governor and members of the  House 
and Senate that take the opportunity to come visit with us.  All members are invited and encouraged to 
attend this free event.  
 
Executive Council Meeting – January 26, 2019, JFHQ, DSCR, Richmond, VA.  Starts at 10:00 am.  
 
President’s Workshop and Legislative Workshop – February 24-27, 2019, Washington DC.  The 
President’s workshop is first two days and is for the President and other elected VAA/ANGEA officials to 
learn new methods of membership recruitment, governing our State chapters, and network ideas from all 
55 Chapters.  The Legislative Workshop ends the training and allows each State to schedule appointments 
to meet personally with their State’s federally elected officials in their Washington DC office.  It also is the 
annual EANGUS award presentation to outstanding Congressman that supports our National Guard 
legislative initiatives.  
 
EANGUS AREA II Mid-Winter Conference – March 1-3, 2019, hosted by Pennsylvania Association, 
Marriott Hotel, Lancaster, PA.  This event is for Executive Council members to plan our Area issues but 
open to anyone interested in visiting the Amish Country of Pennsylvania.  
 
VAA/ANGEA Annual Conference – April  26-28, 2019, Marriott @ City Center, Newport News, VA.  See 
info elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
NATIONAL GUARD ALUMNI and FRIENDS CRUISE -   The VAA/ANGEA has worked with Boots to 
Journeys, a travel agency owned by a retired CW5 from the South Carolina National Guard, to reserve a 
block of “special rate” rooms on the Carnival Cruise Lines ship sailing from Norfolk, VA on October 14th, 
2019. This is a six night Bahamas cruise without the expense of driving/flying to & from Florida. This gives 
those that like to cruise, and those that may have never been on a cruise, an opportunity to take a vacation 
with some old friends or friends not yet met.  It is a possible fund raising opportunity for us too; our goal is 
to obtain 16 rooms with double occupancy. If met or exceeded, Carnival will donate $20 per person to our 
Association.  We will enjoy a group “welcome aboard” two hour private party on the first night too. See the 
flyer in this newsletter.   
 
This is an imperative point, if you are reading this newsletter, then you are probably already a member, and 
I personally thank you for that decision. But we need you to help spread the word and help us recruit new 
members. I can provide leaders and enlisted members a fairly good presentation to use to assist in briefing 
fellow Soldiers and Airmen as your time allows.  Contact me at cliff.white62@gmail.com to ask for 
assistance, or visit our website to contact our full time staff at the Virginia National Guard Management 
Group at VaGuardGroup@gmail.com. Also remember to LIKE our FACEBOOK page: Virginia Army and 
Air National Guard Enlisted Association.    
  

Honored to Serve!   



Virginia Army and Air 

National Guard Enlisted Association 

VaA/ANGEA OFFICERS 

President 

Cliff White 

 

1st Vice President  

(Membership) 

Cheyenne Johnson 

 

2nd Vice President 

(Legislative) 

Carl Holcomb 

 

3rd Vice President 

(Financial) 

Gavin McClung 
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Jay Ellis 

 

Secretary 

Kelly Walters 

 

Financial Secretary 
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Sergeant at Arms 

Charles Flynn 
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HURRICANE DISASTER RELIEF 

 

While the national Guard Soldiers and Airmen are on mission helping their  

fellow citizens, their own homes have been flooded and their contents  

destroyed.   

 

EANGUS is accepting donations to help those heroes.   

 

To make a donation, go to https://eangus.org/donation/ 



 
The Virginia Army & Air National Guard Enlisted Association has 
arranged a great opportunity to get together, have some fun and 

raise money toward our Association at the same time. 
We have partnered with Boots to Journeys, LLC to offer a sailing from Norfolk, VA which will allow a 

short drive for a lot of our members on a 6 Day Bahamas Cruise. 
 

October 14, 2019 MONDAY -- NORFOLK, VA  
October 15, 2019 TUESDAY -- FUN DAY AT SEA 

October 16, 2019 WEDNESDAY -- NASSAU, THE BAHAMAS  
October 17, 2019 THURSDAY -- HALF MOON CAY, THE BAHAMAS 

October 18, 2019 FRIDAY -- FREEPORT, THE BAHAMAS 
October 19, 2019 SATURDAY -- FUN DAY AT SEA 

October 20, 2019 SUNDAY -- NORFOLK, VA 

 
A group rate has been secured for inside cabins. All other staterooms will be priced at the best available 

offer at the time of your booking. Example below is based on 2 per cabin with todays Military rate 
including Port Fees and Taxes. 
Inside $811.52 per person(pp) 

Oceanview $881. 52 pp Balcony 
$1102.41 pp 

Jr. Suite $1560.52 pp 
$77.50 pp is the Gratuity which can be prepaid 

We HIGHLY encourage Travel Protection to protect your trip investment. 
 

$24 per person will be donated to the Association to assist with the fundraiser. 

 
 
 

 Travel@BootstoJourneys.com  
 1-833-490-0390 
 https://BootstoJourneys.com 

mailto:Travel@BootstoJourneys.com
https://BootstoJourneys.com






Virginia National Guard Historical Foundation 

Help The Virginia National Guard Historical Foundation 
build The Virginia National Guard Museum 

VaA/ANGEA 2019 Events 

 

January 16 Legislative Reception 
 Library of Virginia, Richmond 
 
January 26 Executive Council Meeting  
 JFHQ, DSCR, Richmond 
 
March 1-3 EANGUS Area II Mid-Winter Conference  
 Marriott, Lancaster PA 
 
April 26-28 VaA/ANGEA Annual Conference  
 Newport News Marriott City Center 
 
October 14-20 National Guard Alumni & Friends Cruise  
 Carnival Triumph, Bahamas 








